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You are part of the
story
The Museum of the Jewish People at Beit Hatfutsot
You Are Part of the Story, is the guiding principle of The
Museum of the Jewish People at Beit Hatfutsot, located in Tel
Aviv. The Museum of the Jewish People is a national center for
Jewish communities in Israel and worldwide, which tells the
unique and ongoing story of the Jewish people. This global
institution connects Jews from around the world to their roots
and strengthens their personal and collective Jewish identity.
The exhibits, educational programs, events and archival center
of the museum convey the fascinating narrative of the Jewish
people and the essence of Jewish culture, faith, purpose and
deeds, while presenting the contribution of the Jewish people
to humanity.
The Koret International School for Jewish Peoplehood at Beit
Hatfutsot educates towards a sense of belonging and
commitment to the Jewish people that reflects itself in action.
The School aims to promote Jewish Peoplehood, strengthen
Jewish identity and connect worldwide Jewish communities so
that everyone feels a part of the broader ongoing story of the
Jewish people. This educational work draws from the rich
exhibitions, methodology and databases of The Museum of
the Jewish People at Beit Hatfusot.
For over twenty years, My Family Story, as the museum's
flagship project, has played an essential role in connecting
world-wide Jewish youth to the story of the Jewish people.

At the center of the project stands the My Family Story
International Competition in Memory of Manuel Hirsch
Grosskopf in which Jewish students from schools and
educational institutions from across the globe send their final
family research projects and exhibits to the museum to be
displayed in a dedicated exhibition and in which they
personally take part in a final celebration held at Beit Hatfutsot
– The Museum of the Jewish People.
Together, we are partners in this important educational
journey which allows the next generation to connect to their
roots, heritage and culture - a generation who envisions itself
as part of the story of the Jewish people.

My Family Story is dedicated to Kuky and Sergio Grosskopf for
their generous contribution to My Family Story in memory of
Manuel Hirsch Grosskopf - who have made it possible to turn
a dream into a reality. My Family Story is the vision of Martha
Mazo, who continues to inspire all of us at Beit Hatfutsot on a
daily basis.
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Introduction
You and your child are about to embark on a journey to the
past, an exploration of roots, a project that goes beyond the
usual family tree. It is a journey that connects participants to
their personal stories, to their family stories, and to their story
within the greater story of the Jewish People. But you are not
alone in this adventure: while you begin your research, you will
be joining families from Israel and around the Jewish world, in
both classrooms and local communities, who are also starting
their own explorations and also participating in My Family Story
(MFS). The guidebook you are reading now has been adapted by
The Museum of the Jewish People at Beit Hatfutsot and the
Jewish Women's Renaissance Project to support families in their
quest to connect to their personal story as part of the greater
Jewish story.
The reality for many Jewish families today is that their family
story is not straightforward. Many participants may have
parents who are Jews by choice, or have maintained their
religious affiliations outside of Judaism but support their
children receiving a Jewish education or upbringing. Both Beit
Hatfutsot and the Jewish Women's Renaissance Project honor
the Jewish imperative to treat those with varying Jewish
backgrounds with sensitivity and respect. We understand that
the story of every Jew, irrespective of their background, is part of
the greater story of the Jewish people.
The culminating event of the My Family Story program is an
international competition of the family Roots Projects. Chosen
projects are sent to Beit Hatfutsot where judges will determine
the final winners of the competition. The winning submissions
will be included in a special exhibition at The Museum of the
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Jewish People at Beit Hatfutsot, and winners will receive
the opportunity to participate in an official ceremony at
Beit Hatfutsot in Tel Aviv, Israel, marking the opening of
the exhibition and the conclusion to the competition
(further details can be found in the next section, How to
Prepare for My Family Story ).

Goals
The overall goals and objectives of My Family Story
• To connect Jewish children from Israel and around the
world to their story and to the larger story of the Jewish
people through the creation of a project that reflects the
research they conduct as individuals and together as
families.
• To strengthen Jewish childrens' sense of belonging
and engagement, and therefore identity, with the Jewish
people.
• To establish a dialogue and engagement between Jews
from around the world and Israel through an experiential
learning encounter.

My Family Story is
• A creative and hands-on method for learning about
Jewish heritage, promoting the historical memory of
the Jewish people and creating a sense of Jewish
Peoplehood.
• An interactive family heritage project.
• A sequenced series of Project Based Learning
activities, where participants are actively engaged in
exploring a real world challenge.
• Structured and well defined home based activities.
• An opportunity for your child to connect to Jewish
peers around the world and in Israel.
• An opportunity for your child's work to become part of
Beit Hatfutsot’s museum exhibition.
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My Family Story offers
participating groups:
• The support of experienced educators from within
Beit Hatfutsot’s Koret International School for Jewish
Peoplehood who are available for advice and support.
• The support of Beit Hatfutsot archives and
genealogical database and My Heritage software in
order to create meaningful family trees both online
and in hard copy.

My Family Story team
Group facilitators may contact the My Family Story team at
the Koret International School for Jewish Peoplehood within
Beit Hatfutsot to help participants with presentation, content,
and any other questions at myfamilystory@bh.org.il.

introduction
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how to prepare for my family story

hOW TO PREPARE FOR MY FAMILY STORY
Program and Session Outline

how to prepare for my family story

As you have already read in the introduction, the My
Family Story program allows for a deep and interactive
experience for understanding the roots of the Jewish
people and the roots of the family. In addition, this
program provides the opportunity to participate in the
My Family Story International Competition of Roots
Projects in Memory of Manuel Hirsch Grosskopf that
takes place at Beit Hatfutsot every year in June.

Part I: How to register for My Family
Story
• Group facilitators register the group as one unit. They
should complete the registration form (including email
and phone number for the facilitator plus the local JWRP
group name) at: https://www.bh.org.il/education/familystory-program/join-program/.
• When registration is complete, each group facilitator
will receive an email receipt. At this point, the appropriate
representative (for each country) from the MFS
educational staff will be in touch directly with the group
facilitator and will be available to answer any content or
technical questions.

Part II: Supporting Families in MFS
The main objective of MFS is to give children the
opportunity to learn about their family and origins.
Therefore, we consider it to be very important to involve
the larger community, and, of course, families in the
learning process and preparations for participating in the
international competition. This can be accomplished on
many levels, and we have included a number of
suggestions that can assist you in enabling families to be
active participants in making the entire experience a
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meaningful one. The more involved families are in the
process, the more successful the educational process will
be!
• We recommend inviting participating mothers
together for kick-off meeting to introduce MFS.
• This initial gathering should include an overview of
the project as a whole, including a review of the
objectives of MFS and the rules of the competition.
• Also during this initial gathering, we recommend you
show these introductory video clips:
o You Are Part of the Story: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=O8_8z2quiBs
and the
o My Family Story program: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=7yLNbBSh9TI
• Before concluding your kick-off, set a meeting
schedule that is convenient for your group, and get
together at least once for every MFS session and
corresponding activity.
• During these gatherings, talk through the at-home
activities together and brainstorm ideas for
engaging your children with the next session.
• We also suggest that mothers share examples of
challenges and successes on completed activities
with each other. Discussing these will offer helpful
insights to the group and support preparations for
upcoming activities.
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Part III: Possible models for
implementing MFS:
We suggest three possible models for implementing MFS
with your local community. These models incorporate
both JWRP City Leaders and participating mothers as
potential facilitators of the program. Your community
may come up with yet another alternative that best
meets the needs and dynamics of your group.
• The JWRP Partner Organization's City Leader serves
as a facilitator for a group of JWRP participants,
gathering all regularly to plan for and check on
project progress with the program-provided family
activities that guide the process and are completed
at home between group meetings of participating
mothers and their children.
• One or more mothers serve as facilitators, leading
gatherings of the group, with the City Leader
serving as the advisor, completing programprovided family activities at home between group
meetings of participating mothers and the City
Leader.
• Partners serve as advisors to participating mothers
who complete the adapted MFS program
independently with their children and families. In
this model, the City Leader introduces the program
to the mothers in a "kick-off" meeting and offers
ongoing individual support as needed while
projects are completed at home, using the
program and accompanying activities, without
meetings in between steps of the program.

Group Meetings
• The curriculum includes six sessions. We suggest
meeting 6 times with the JWRP group, 1x per session
of the curriculum. Options including meeting 1/
week, 1/month, or a timeline personalized to the
schedules of the local group, in coordination with
the Beit Hatfutsot calendar.
• Host a culminating event to exhibit the MFS artistic
creations, sharing and celebrating together as a
community.
• Gather participating mothers,your community's City
Leader, local clergy and educators who have
supported your families' MFS projects in order to
select 2 finalists to Beit Hatfutsot for the
international competition.

Part IV: What is the MFS Roots
Project?
As families work through the MFS educational materials,
the participating children will begin preparing their
Roots Projects. Chosen projects will be able to compete
in the My Family Story International Competition in
Memory of Manuel Hirsch Grosskopf.
A. My Family Story Roots Project
This is a creative/artistic presentation that represents
the family story of the participants. Beit Hatfutsot, as the
Museum of the Jewish People, sees as its mission to
create exhibits that represent the many stories of the
Jewish people through the ages. Likewise, children
participating in MFS should create a presentation that
tells their family stories.

how to prepare for my family story

Beit Hatfutsot encourages participants to be creative and to
find expression for all their ideas and talents in their Roots
Projects. These presentations can come in a variety of types:
• A written display - A family newspaper, a “family roots”
album that is decorated and designed with pictures
and documents, a family story comic, a mailbox of
letters telling about the family, and more creative
ideas.
• An artistic 3D creative display - A creative family game,
drawing, sculpture, or a meaningfully decorated
presentation.
• A media display - Writing a family blog, creating a
family computer game, a digital album, a movie, or
music clip (with words and melody).
B. Weight and Size
The Roots Projects presentations that are chosen from each
community to participate in the international competition
arrive at Beit Hatfutsot from all over the world. Therefore,
there is a required limit to the size and weight of each
presentation.
• The acceptable size of the presentations sent to Beit
Hatfutsot can be no more than 45.5 cm (18 inches)
long x 30.5 cm (12 inches) wide, and 30.5 cm (12
inches) high.
• There is no need to invest exaggerated sums of money
in order to create their MFS presentations. Truthfully,
the family story is best represented through creativity
and depth.
• In the session titled "Be Creative!", there is a helpful
presentation of past MFS projects for participants and
their families to examine. Those pictures, along with
the ideas written here can give participants ideas and
directions on how to represent one’s family to The
Museum of the Jewish People at Beit Hatfutsot.
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C. Four Criteria for the MFS Project
In order to unify the means of determining what makes
appropriate MFS projects worthy of being included in the
Manuel Hirsch Grosskopf International Competition, the My
Family Story staff has established these criteria:
• “Jewish Peoplehood” – The Roots Projects prepared by
the participants must touch on at least one of the
central concepts of Jewish Peoplehood: Collective Jewish
memory; Jewish values; a connection to Israel; Hebrew
or Jewish languages; Jewish creativity and/ or Jewish
lifecycle.
• Depth and Research – When we judge the projects, we want
to be able to understand the underlying concepts and ideas
behind it, the depth of research and thought which were
invested in the project and how it tells the participant’s
family story. Likewise, we will be paying great attention to
the “Curator’s Words” which is requested of the participants
in the final unit of the project: a paragraph which explains
the concept behind the project, what it means and why it
should be displayed in The Museum of the Jewish People at
Beit Hatfutsot.
• Aesthetics – The Roots Project, like an artistic installation,
must be of aesthetic value and of interest to museum
visitors. The aesthetics also include maintaining the size and
weight limits of the project, as noted above.
• Creativity – We are looking for innovative and new ways of
telling family histories and/or stories. In addition, it is
important that the means and materials used to represent
these stories will encourage interest and curiosity in the
project.
D. How do we send the winning Roots Projects to participate in
the competition?
After My Family Story assignments and final art displays are
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completed and during the local community celebration, two
of the best displays are selected to participate in Beit
Hatfutsot’s Manuel Hirsch Grosskopf International
Competition. The two selected participants and their families
create a video presentation (up to 1 minute) of their artistic
display to be emailed to the museum. The judging committee
watches the videos, reads the curator's words, and picks the
winning displays. See the Appendix, page 90, for detailed
guidelines on creating a My Family Story video.
If selected, the chosen Roots Projects from each community
should be sent to Beit Hatfutsot at the following address:
Beit Hatfutsot - The Museum of the Jewish People
The Koret International School for Jewish Peoplehood
15 Klausner St.
Tel Aviv, 6139202
ISRAEL
• The projects must arrive in Israel during the months of
April-May [Please refer to the list of important dates for
this year, located in the MFS Appendix on page 91].
• Upon the completion of the competition and the choosing
of winners, the installations will be displayed in an
exhibition at Beit Hatfutsot on the day of the final
ceremony in June. They will be displayed at the museum for
the duration of the exhibition in June and July.
• At the completion of the competition and exhibition, the
Koret International School for Jewish Peoplehood will be
responsible for returning all projects but will not be
responsible for any harm caused in the shipment.

Part V – My Family Story community
exhibition
Holding a final ceremony for My Family Story in
your community
We recommend holding a final ceremony for the families of
participants and the wider community upon completion of the
My Family Story project. Here are a few tips to help you
successfully host this event:
• Exhibition - The focus of the final ceremony should be an
exhibition of the childrens' works. Choose a large space (a
hall or large room) to display the different Roots Projects as
if in a museum exhibition.

Alongside each installation, place a card with the details of
the participants and the “Curator’s Words” which they will
have written as part of Session 1.
• Panel of Judges for My Family Story – We recommend
inviting a small group of leading figures in your community
to comprise the panel of judges for the competition. The
competition criteria as well as each of the installations in
the exhibition are to be presented to the panel (it is also
possible to have each child present and explain his/her
project in front of the panel of judges).
• The Ceremony: The ceremony should be an
opportunity to recognize the hard work each
participant has put into his/her Roots Portfolio and
Roots Project as well as an opportunity to announce the
winners of the competition (those installations which
will be sent to Israel).

o Each local community may choose 2 works to
participate in the Manuel Hirsch Grosskopf
International Competition. No more than 2 projects

per community will be accepted. Because so few
projects are able to participate in the
competition, it is suggested that each
community choose 2 projects which will be sent
to Israel to participate in the competition, and
that the community honors the remaining
projects as either "projects of excellence" or
"projects worthy of mention."
o Included in the curriculum are Certificates of
Participation in My Family Story (see appendix
for Session 5) which are to be handed out to
each participant at the ceremony.
o The ceremony is also an opportunity to include a
musical/ dramatic act that is relevant to the
story of the Jewish people or to invite central
figures from the community to make a speech.
o We recommend screening the video clip:
You Are Part of the Story https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=O8_8z2quiBs
or My Family Story young participants around the
world: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=ZOy9E6HusBY

Part VI – The Manuel Hirsch Grosskopf
International Annual Competition
The projects which make it to the final competition will be
sent to The Koret International School for Jewish
Peoplehood within Beit Hatfutsot (according to the
instructions noted above).
• The Panel of Judges in the Manuel Hirsch Grosskopf
International Competition will consist of professional
experts in the fields of Jewish Peoplehood, education,
museums and art. The judges will choose finalists

according to the criteria described above. The winners
will be notified and their works will be be displayed in
the exhibit. The top three places will be announced at
the final ceremony, held in June at Beit Hatfutsot
• The winners, whose displays have been selected for the
exhibit, will receive a free ticket to Israel to participate in the
launch of of the exhibit and the festive ceremony.
• (The prize includes an airplane ticket for the young
participant only, and does not cover any additional travel
costs). Only the works of winners who accept the prize and
join the museum for the exhibit opening and ceremony will
be displayed in the gallery.
• The exhibit opening at Beit Hatfutsot includes international
gatherings between young participants and parents from
around the world. The festive events allow participants who
researched their family history from different sides of the
world to come together and participate in activities especially
designed for them and their families.
In the case that your community has additional participants who
will be arriving in Israel with their families for the summer
holidays or for a family visit in Israel, they too are welcome to
join us at the Final Ceremony.

Final Ceremony
• The official final ceremony for My Family Story and the
Manuel Hirsch Grosskopf International Competition will
take place at the Museum of the Jewish at Beit Hatfutsot
together with guests of honor from Israel and abroad. The
ceremony will include musical and artistic elements as
well as the announcement of the competition participants
and winners.
• After the ceremony, the exhibit will remain on display
during June and July (exact dates subject to change), open
to all museum groups and visitors.
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Program and Sessions
Guidebook
This guidebook includes materials especially developed and
produced by Beit Hatufutsot and adapted in partnership with
the Jewish Women's Renaissance Project for My Family
Story. There are six sessions that include parent background
material, prompts for rich family discussions, and activities
that move your child toward project completion in engaging
and manageable pieces.
You will notice that throughout the sessions, we address
parents directly. However, we recommend that both parents
and the local community facilitator(s) read all of the material
as it all helps to explain, support and clarify the content of
each session.

Program Outline
• Introductory Session:
This opening unit gives parents and group
facilitators guidance on how to introduce My
Family Story to participants.
o Activity #1: Who Are You?
Participants gather 3-5 items that are
authentic and meaningful representations
of themselves.
• Session 1: Who are you?
Participants learn how to act as an anthropologist,
exploring family history to better understand their
own origins.

o Activity 2: Mapping Our Origins:
Participants trace your family's geographic
history on a map.
o Activity 3: Family Tree:
Participants create a family tree using the
form provided.
• Session 2: Maps and Stones.
Participants see how all objects, even rocks, can tell a
story.
o Activity 4: Objects and their Stories:
Participants gather objects and photographs
that hold great importance or tell part of their
family story.
• Session 3: Collecting Sound Bytes.
Participants brainstorm and practice interview skills as
they interview interview Jewish personalities from the
past.
o Activity 5: Interviews:
Participants interview at least three people
who are familiar with their family story.
• Session 4: Be Creative!
Participants view a presentation of creative projects
from past My Family Story exhibitions and take
inspiration from their examples. Participants
brainstorm, create and finalize the three elements of
the My Family Story project.
o Create their display, called the Roots Project
o Finish compiling their Roots Portfolio
o Complete their Curator's Words
• Session 5: Conclusion:
Local groups hold their community exhibition for the
Roots Projects. Participants reflect on the My Family
Story program and present their displays, written
materials and proposals at the community exhibition.

15

how to prepare for my family story

Flow of Program Activities

Activity #2:
Mapping Our O
rigin

Activity #3:
Family Tree

3-5 items that
Participants gather
eaningful
are authentic and m
emselves.
th
of
representations

Participants trac
e their
family's geograph
ic history
on a map.

Participants create a family
tree using the form in the
appendix.

Activity #4: Objects
and their Stories

Activity #5:
Interviews

Participants gather objects and
their photographs that hold
of
great importance or tell part
ry.
sto
their family

Participants interview at least
three people who are familiar
with their family story.

Activity #1:
Who Are You?

Be Creative!
Participants create their Roots
Project display.
Participants finish compiling their
Roots Portfolio.
Participants complete their
Curator's Words.
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Creating your local community time-line
There are many options when considering your time-line,
and we encourage you to utilize the flexibility of the
program to design one that is best for your local group and
that aligns with the contest schedule. (See MFS Appendix
for schedule.)
• Together, consider whether you prefer to spread your
time-line over a 6 month period, a 6 week period, or
conduct the entire program during an extended break
from school.
• Some of theMy Family Story activities involve
participation from additional family members, and your
group may want to leverage holidays and family
gatherings to facilitate their participation.
• When creating your time-line, include a date for a
community exhibition when the displays are complete
and the contest finalists will be chosen. Details on
planning this community exhibition can be found in the
next section of the guidebook, How to Prepare.

how to prepare for my family story
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introductory session

My Family Story offers an opportunity for your child to
learn about their family history and delve into the past
of the Jewish People - creating a sense of belonging
between your child and the Jewish people.

Through this program your child will
• Research his/her family history
• Produce extensive family trees on-line
• Produce creative projects representing his/her
family history.
• Participate in a community exhibit displaying local
participants' Roots Projects
• Have the opportunity to engage with Jewish
students from around the world.
• Have a chance to participate in the My Family Story
international awards ceremony to be held annually
in Israel each June.

Guiding Questions
To enhance your child's learning experience, spend
time talking with them about the guiding questions
below.
Introducing these big ideas from the start will activate
their previous experiences, thoughts, and ideas on the
topics and form a foundation that will enhance the
connections they make throughout the program.
These questions also set the stage for their research
and frame their exploration in relevant and personally
meaningful ways.
• Who am I as a Jewish American/ Australian/ South
American/South African [National of my country]?
• What is the Jewish story for how my family came
here?
• How does the broader story of the Jewish people
relate to my personal story?

Talking Points
Talk with your child about the project and the
competition. Explain that when they have completed My
Family Story , they will have created:
• A Roots Portfolio - a notebook or album that will
present their family tree, their family map, family
interviews, photographs and important objects, and a
description of themselves, all products they will
complete for the duration of the project.
• MFS creative project (Roots Project) - a unique
presentation of their family story which will be
presented in a school wide exhibit, and may have the
opportunity to be included in the international MFS
competition.
• “Curator’s Words”- a written 1-2 paragraph card or
letter explaining the significance and meaning of
their Roots Project with an eye towards describing
why it deserves to be chosen for the My Family Story
International Exhibition.

Helpful Hints
• We recommend that your child dedicates a three-ring
binder/computer file for My Family Story in which
they can store their written work, the printed session
materials, and information they gather along the way.
These binders will help them organize and create
their Roots Portfolio at the end of the project.
• After explaining the expectations of the project, give
your child a brief taste of what the My Family Story
project and competition are like, and introduce them
to Beit Hatfutsot, the Museum of the Jewish People by
screening the movie clip at: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=TdtWelGwf3A.
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Activity #1: Who Are You?
After you've introduced My Family Story to your child and
talked with them about the guiding questions, MFS
project, and the competition, they'll be ready to begin the
first activity!

Who and what defines who you are?
Is it the food you eat? Your religion?
Your friends, family, the music you
love?
Or is it a combination of some or even
all of these things?
In Activity #1, your child will gather 3-5 items that they
feel represents who they are. This exercise affords your
child the opportunity to think openly about themselves.
Review the directions together before they get started,
avoid suggesting that the objects be Jewish, and allow your
child to select their own items. At this point in the
program, they should be thinking about all facets of their
identity and select items that are authentic and
meaningful reflections of their sense of self.
Have your child write a one page summary describing how
these things reflect who they are.
In addition, each participant will create an I-Document

(Identity Document) for themselves. Have your child
Include a photograph and important information about
themselves, including the origins and meaning of their
name, where they were born, where they live, their favorite
hobbies, and their dreams for the future. This will become
the first page of their Roots Portfolio.

Remember:
Your child's written work reflects that they have thought
carefully about their I.D. and the objects that represent
who they are.
• Ask them to choose a couple of the items they've
selected and talk with your family about them,
explaining why they chose each one and how they
illustrate an aspect of your child's identity.

introductory session
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Who Are you?

Session One
Who Are You?
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Who Are you?

In this session, your child will
• Learn what an anthropologist does and how that relates
to the My Family Story project
• View slide Presentation #1 which depicts objects and
places, both Jewish and not Jewish in origin
• Examine the slides, noticing how they represent a
community, their values, and their story
• Map out where the different sides of your family came
from in Activity #2
• Complete a family tree in Activity #3.
• See their story as part of a greater story.

Getting Started
Your child is ready to embark on an exciting journey
exploring your family's Jewish roots as part of the My
Family Story project. In Activities #2 and #3, they will
become your family's "anthropologist." With your help
and the help of other relatives or friends, he/she is
given the task of uncovering the family's origins.
Keep the following two "big ideas" about identity in
mind as you and your child work on this session and it's
activities. They are fundamental to your helping them
understand their own story and how it connects to
both their family history and the story of the Jewish
people.
• When we think of ourselves, we consider ourselves as
individuals. But how do others see us, or define us?
When others try to understand who we are they tend to
overlook our individuality and categorize us as being
part of a certain culture or social group.
• It is important for parents to realize that even
individuals consciously or unconsciously present
themselves in collective terms so that the individual is

always defined by a collective, both by themselves as
well as by others. The truth is that a “true” individual
with absolutely no roots or connections simply does
not exist!

Talking Points for a rich family discussion
What are the goals of an anthropologist?
• Anthropologists study the way humans are, especially
humans from the past.
• They are interested in how people behaved, how they
were connected with each other, and how they
grouped themselves into a society.
• Anthropologists are like detectives: they are
interested in objects and how the objects can be
pieced together to form a picture of what a particular
group or society was like. What was their culture like?
What was their day-to-day life like?
• Anthropologists tend to overlook the individual: they
are more interested in seeing how the things they
discover paint a picture of a group, of a society, and less
how they reflect the interests of a particular person.
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What does anthropology have to do with me/your child?
• We often think of ourselves as in a vacuum, as
individuals who stand apart from others. The idea of
the anthropologist helps us bring into focus the fact
that others often try to understand how we fit into a
particular group, what our interests can tell them
about a larger society. For those looking in, the way we
define ourselves tells them a story that becomes part
of who we are: your individual story is actually part of a
much bigger story. We are about to embark on an
exploration to uncover each of our stories.

Be an anthropologist
After exploring the concept of the anthropologist with
your child, explain that they will have an opportunity to
play the role of a young anthropologist during My Family
Story, beginning with the slide presentations that follow,
which you will now view together.

Presentation #1: Evidence from the
Jewish Past
• Explain that around 1600 years ago, people would
adorn their floors with elaborate mosaics. Sometimes
these mosaics would be purely decorative with designs
and embellishments. Other times, people would use
the mosaic to reflect the things that were most
important or best represented their community, their
values, and their story.
• When archaeologists uncovered one of these floor
mosaics from the synagogue in Ma’on in southern
Israel, they found that the beautiful mosaic depicted
many different objects. Before showing the
Presentation, let your child guess which objects were
found in this mosaic. After letting them offer answers,
show the mosaic [The three photos on pp. 26 and 27 in
Presentation #1].
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Helpful Hint
• Ask your child: Which objects do they recognize?
Which ones do they not?
• Review the objects of Jewish origin [see three photos]:
the Menorah (with a three pronged stand, evocative of
the Menorah that stood in the Temple in Jerusalem),
the lions, the shofar, the inscription with Hebrew
letters that is actually in Aramaic. The inscription is a
dedication to the community members who donated
money to help build this synagogue, and to three
individuals in particular who donated the most money.
• Remind your child that this is exactly like the
ubiquitous plaques found in every JCC, synagogue, and
Jewish school today which honor those who contribute
to sustaining these institutions!
• Yet, some of the other depicted objects are not Jewish
in origin at all. The plants and animals represent
agriculture and wine making, and very similar
depictions are found in churches and other structures
in the area. These images are Greek in nature. In other
words, these objects while not Jewish, still reflect what
was important for this particular community.
• 1600 years ago, a Jewish community wanted to let
people know a little bit about themselves. They wanted
people to know that this was a Jewish synagogue, but
that this community was also part of their surrounding
culture. Both parts were important to them. Both
became part of their story.
• Continue with slides showing synagogues from
different historical periods and different Jewish
cultures. These models come from the Beit Hatfutsot
collection. They are all examples of the complex and
creative ways Jews have represented themselves and
their stories.

The common feature amongst the synagogues in the
upcoming slides is that there is nothing about their
exterior to indicate that they are specifically Jewish. They
all resemble structures from their surrounding culture.
• First ask your child to think about what a synagogue
should look like and talk about their ideas.
• Then proceed to the first synagogue slide, a picture of
the synagogue from Kai Feng Fu, China. Built in 1163
and rebuilt in 1653, it very much resembles traditional
Buddhist temples found in China. This synagogue no
longer exists as the community in Kai Feng
disintegrated due to family movement and
assimilation.
• The next synagogue, the Tempio Israelito from
Florence, Italy, built in 1882, again shows the influence
of surrounding cultures. It has Moorish/Spanish
influences as well as a clear influence from the
neighboring Duomo, the grand cathedral in Florence.
• When looking at the next synagogue, ask your child
what kind of building this looks like. This synagogue
was built in 1626 in Lutzk, Ukraine, and it was built as a
fortress for protection. The Jewish community in this
town were given permission to build the synagogue by
King Sigismund III, but only if they provided their own
security against attacks from neighboring countries.
• The Ukrainian synagogue stands in contrast with the
last model from Elkins Park, Pennsylvania. This vast
structure was designed in 19129 by the famous
American architect, Frank Lloyd Wright. Ask students
to comment on the design. The building is intended to
resemble Mount Sinai and the giving of the Torah.
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• While the structures of these synagogues were vastly
different from each other, when we look at the inside
of a synagogue, there are many more similarities. In
every synagogue, one will find the Aron Kodesh (the
ark for the Torah scroll), the Bima (the stage where
Torah reading takes place), and perhaps a Ner Tamid (a
lamp over the ark that remains lit).
• Ask your child to find similar items in the upcoming
slides.
• The first interior is from the Great Portuguese
Synagogue in Amsterdam, Holland. Built in 16125, the
interior reflects the Spanish/Sephardic influence of the
community that came to Holland after the expulsion
from Portugal in 14912, while at the same time
showing the European influence of Holland.
• The second interior comes from the synagogue in
Cochin, India, built in 11268 and restored in 1664.
Since the community that erected this synagogue
came from Spain and not from the older Indian Jewish
community, it reflects a complex combination of
Indian, English, as well as Spanish influences.
• The third interior is from the Danan Synagogue in Fez,
Morocco. Built in the mid 17th century, it shares many
characteristics with the previous two synagogues.
However, note the seating arrangement. Rather than
having seats that face the Aron Hakodesh or the bima,
the benches face away from these usual center points
and face each other. Ask your child why they think the
seats would be arranged in this way. Perhaps when
Jews came to this synagogue it was also an
opportunity to socialize and have conversations with
each other. This synagogue, like many others,
functioned as a Jewish community center as much as it
functioned as a religious center.
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• Conclude with Beit Hatfutsot logo. Explain that what
you and your child just saw were all examples of how
Jews throughout the centuries and from different
places chose to represent themselves-to tell their
stories. These representations are all found in the
collection of Beit Hatfutsot, the Museum of the Jewish
People, the same place that is conducting the My
Family Story competition. The museum collects the
stories of the Jewish people from all around the world,
their family trees, the things they created to represent
themselves, and evidence of how they lived their lives.
The project you are engaging in is much the same as
what has taken place for hundreds of years: to create a
ways of representing their stories.
• What is the symbol of Beit Hatfutsot? A Magen David
(traditional Jewish star) expressed through a mosaic, a
mosaic like the first part of the presentation. The
mosaic was a way some Jewish families and
communities expressed their stories. But the mosaic
also represents a multitude of perspectives, ideas,
cultures, and stories. All of them are part of the story of
the Jewish people!

Presentation #1
What symbols would you expect to
find on a synagogue mosaic from
1600 years ago?
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What should a synagogue look like?

Kai Feng Fu, China
1163, rebuilt 1653

Florence, Italy
Tempio Israelito 1882
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Lutzk, Ukraine
1626
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Elkins Park, Pennsylvania
Beth Sholom
1959
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What should the inside of a synagogue look like?
Amsterdam, Holland
Great Portuguese
Synagogue
1675

Cochin, India, 1568
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Danan Synagogue
Fez, Morocco Mid
17th century
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Activity #2: Maps:
Your child can begin this activity by printing the map of the
world found in the Session One Appendix.
Their task is to trace your family's history geographically on
this map by marking lines to signify the immigration of
your parents and previous generations (no further back
than two generations above the parents' generation) until
they have reached your family's current destination.
We understand that the story of every Jew and Jewish
family will have their own unique path and history, and
each one is part of the greater story of the Jewish people.
Many participants of MFS may have parents who are Jews
by choice, or have maintained their religious affiliations
outside of Judaism but support their children receiving a
Jewish education or upbringing. Please mark your family's
path knowing that all routes are honored by both Beit
Hatfutsot and the Jewish Women's Renaissance Project.
Parents should do this activity with your child and other
relatives, if possible, as many questions will arise regarding
the origins of your ancestors, and it can be very powerful to
address these issues together.

Activity #3: Family Tree:
In this activity, your child will create a family tree. Begin by
printing the blank tree form found in the appendix to this
session. Using the information he/she finds out, your child
will use this template (and some creativity! to make a family
tree that illustrates the generations in their family story.
Your child's tree should go back at least two generations.
This is an opportunity to include as many family members
as possible. It could be a great excuse to get the family
together or you may choose to work on it yourself with
your child.

Your child can create a family tree creatively as well as
through the My Heritage software via this link, geared
towards MFS participants: https://www.myheritage.com/
BHSM. This will ensure an everlasting web-based copy of
your family tree which you can share with other members
of the family and which will be included in the Beit
Hatfutsot databases. They too can add further
information on their own by entering your family's
account via the My Heritage website. General instructions
for the use of the website can be found in the Session
One Appendix.
Both Activity #2 and Activity #3 will become elements of
your child's Roots Portfolio, which will be one of the final
outcomes of this project. We hope you enjoy this collective
search into your past and the opportunity to work together
with your child in creating a timeless family heirloom.
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Appendix
Activity #2: World Map
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Activity #3: Family Tree

Welcome to the Douglas E. Goldman Jewish
Genealogy Center

https://www.myheritage.com/BHSM

The Douglas E. Goldman Jewish Genealogy Center is the only center of its kind in
the world. At the Center, visitors can search a computerized database containing
thousands of genealogies of Jewish families from all over the world and can also
register precious information and family history in their own family trees,
preserving this vital material for generations to come.
Registering your family history at the Center has added benefits. Once your
information is recorded, it may elicit connections with other registered users. In
fact, you may discover unknown, exciting family ties with other people or families
around the world.

Build your Family Tree with MyHeritage.com

Me

Building a family tree is easy and free of charge.
To get started go to https://www.myheritage.com/BHSM or follow these
instructions:
1. Go to
2. Agree to Beit
3. Once signed in, you
https://
Hatfutsot’s terms &
may continue building
www.myheritage.com/ conditions and start
your family tree, adding
BHSM. Click on the
entering your own
photos and other
Israeli flag in the bottom details. Click on GO and material that will be
a free account will be
saved automatically as
right hand corner to
you proceed.
change the language to created for you.
English.
4. You may continue
building your family, adding photos and other
material. MyHeritage will keep us updated.

For more information please contact myfamilystory@bh.org.il.
Please note: Building a family tree is open to users over the age of 13. If your child is
under 13, please work with them to open the family tree under your name.
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Session two
Maps and Stones
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In this session, your child will

Talking Points for a rich family discussion

• Begin to find your family's place in the mosaic of the
Jewish story.
• Talk about your family's movement patterns and
Jewish movement in general.
• Discover where your family came from originally, the
importance of your family's story, and how even the
simplest objects can be important.
• Engage in two text studies to further explore the
impact of family stories.
• Complete Activity #4 (Session Two Appendix),
collecting and recording important family objects.

• Some places developed into centers of Jewish life
more than others. Talk with your child about why that
is, beginning by asking them for their thoughts. If
needed, fill in your child's ideas with the explanation
that centers of Jewish life were places that may have
been friendly to Jewish settlement. Once Jews began
to settle there, other Jews felt more comfortable
settling there as well.
• Compare your family map with the two maps found in
the Session Two Appendix. One shows settlement of
Jews in the 1800s and the other shows the current
settlement of Jews. Point out how your family map
does/does not mirror either of the maps. Also, note
how today the Jewish population has shifted away
from Eastern Europe, and Arab and Muslim states.
Ask your child if they have ideas about why that is the
case. Some reasons include:
o The Shoah / Holocaust
o The creation of the State of Israel
o The relative comfort and freedom found in
North America
o Other reasons?

Getting Started
Introduce Session Two to your child by looking at both the
Family Tree and the map from Activities #2 and #3. As you
review them, talk about the places your family came from,
following the prompts below to focus your conversation
and lay the groundwork for the concepts in this session.
• Look to see whether multiple members came from a
particular region or if they came from varying
locations.
• Identify your ancestors' past homes and the paths they
took, leading to where you live now.
• Notice any patterns in where your various ancestors
lived previously and if/how they migrated.
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Family Reading #1
But where did it all begin?
Where did the notion of the Jewish people begin-what is
our shared story? According to the Torah and our
accepted tradition, we became a people at the Exodus
from Egypt.

Text #1
• Read the passage found in Text #1 [Session Two
Appendix] and answer the accompanying Family
Discussion Questions together with your child. We
suggest you take turns reading sections of the text
aloud to be sure your child is actively engaged. Please
note that the English translation provided is not exact.
It is intended to be a loose translation in order to be
easily understandable by children.

Text #1: Helpful Hints
• When you are talking together about the questions
following the text, explain that the Israelites are about
to become a people-an exceptional event. Since this
is such a formative and foundational event, it makes
sense that the stories leading up to this event become
very important. As the person who led this people out
of Egypt, Moses and his life-story also become
important.
• Talk together about how Moses' family members had
a big impact on his life. Moses’ parents, his adopted
mother (the daughter of Pharaoh), and Pharaoh
himself, as well as his siblings (Aaron and Miriam), all
contributed to who Moses became and his ability to
lead this enslaved group and make them into a
people.

• Help your child connect the example of Moses and
his family to how your child's own parents,
grandparents, and relatives all have something to do
with how they arrived to this place, and contribute to
who they are and who they will become. That is why
the original stories your child is researching as the
family archaeologist are important to figuring out
who they themselves are.
In piecing together a larger story, the stories of origin,
where people came from and what their experiences were,
become crucial to understanding the story itself. A great
example is the story of Moses’ origins and the great
number of details given about his personal story. His
leadership and his connection with the event that created
the Jewish people make his origins very interesting and
important for the people who came later.

Text #1: Talking Points for a rich
family discussion (following text
reading)
• What are other personal stories that are important to
you because of what they tell about a specific person or
a specific event? Answers may even include current
popular singers or bands-that’s OK-the point is to
demonstrate that we care about the details of a person
who is important to us.
• This can lead to a discussion of how we can be interested
in the details of the lives of our grandparents and family
because they are also important to us. The personal
stories of people from your past tell a larger story–and
they also tell YOUR story!
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Family Reading #2
Objects Tell a Story
• This next text focuses on a particular part of Jacob's
story. If you'd like to review the story of Jacob with
your child, consider watching this short video about
his life: https://bit.ly/2IMdDS1.
• Jacob has a dream in which angels go up and down
a ladder connecting earth to heaven.
(Genesis 212:10-112). While the dream itself was
quite interesting, we suggest you focus on a
midrash* based on this dream.
*Midrash is a form of rabbinic literature that interprets or
comments on the Torah, seeking to make a point, or
clarify a Jewish practice or an ambiguity in the text.

Text #2
This text (Session Two Appendix) is a midrash that states
that Jacob rested on a pile of rocks. The rocks became
animated and started to fight-each one wanted to
become the place where the great Jacob laid his
head. Eventually, according to the midrash, the rocks
merged into one. Why does the midrash imagine
inanimate rocks fighting? This is the midrash's way of
explaining why at the beginning of the passage describing
Jacob’s dream the Torah says that he laid his head on
rocks (Genesis 212:11), and at the end of the passage the
verse only mentions one rock (verse 112). The midrash
explores what happened to the rocks.
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Text #2: Talking Points and questions
for a rich family discussion (following
text reading)
• Why would the midrash turn to such a fanciful
description?Lead your child to the idea that because of
this important person, even the simplest objects
surrounding him became excited, and in turn, became
important.
• How do objects become important? How did the rocks/
rock in the Jacob story become important in the
midrash? [Because it marked the place that would
eventually become the central point for the Jewish
people.]
• Objects can be important because of the specific
function they serve [give examples: Shabbat candles,
tzedakah box, chanukiah]
• Because of the story they tell [a photograph, the cane a
grandfather used, a passport used to enter a new
country, a Rosh Hashana card]
• Or because of the special service it provided [a wooden
spoon a great aunt used to stir a special soup, an old
typewriter used to write letters, a telephone you use to
call your friends when they are sick…]
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APPENDIX
Map of Jewish Communities 1880

Current Map of Jewish Communities
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Text #1: The Birth of Moses
Exodus Chapter 2, verses 1-22
Read this passage from the Torah with your child, and,
together, answer the family discussion questions that
follow.
שּׁה
֖ ָ ַתּ ַהר ָה ִא
֥ ַ א )א( וַיֵּ ֥לֶ � ִ ֖אישׁ ִמ ֵ ֣בּית לֵ וִ ֑י וַיִּ ַ ֖קּח ֶאת־בַּ ת־לֵ ִ ֽוי׃ )ב( ו
(�שׁה י ְָר ִ ֽחים׃ )ג
֥ ָ י־טוֹב ֔הוּא ַו ִֽתּ ְצ ְפּנֵ ֖הוּ ְשׁ
֣ ִַתּלֶ ד ֵ ֑בּן ו ֵ ַ֤תּ ֶרא אֹ ת ֙וֹ כּ
ֵ֣ ו
וְל ֹא־יָכְ ָל֣ה עוֹד֮ ַה ְצּ ִפינוֹ ֒ ו ִ ַֽתּ ַ ֽקּח־ל ֙וֹ ֵ ֣תּבַ ת ֹ֔גּ ֶמא ו ַַתּ ְח ְמ ָ ֥רה בַ ֵח ָ ֖מר
(ל־שׂ ַ ֥פת ַהיְאֹֽ ר׃ )ד
ְ
ַשׂם בַּ ֖סּוּף ﬠ
ֶ ַתּ
֥ ָ ת־ה ֶ֔יּלֶ ד ו
ַ
שׂם בָּ ֙הּ ֶא
ֶ וּבַ זָּ ֑פֶ ת ו ָ ַ֤תּ
שׂה ֽלוֹ׃ )ה( ו ֵ ַ֤תּ ֶרד בַּ ת־
֖ ֶ ָו ֵַתּ ַת ַ ֥צּב אֲ חֹ ֖תוֹ ֵמ ָר ֑חֹ ק לְ דֵ ﬠָ֕ ה ַמה־יֵּﬠ
יה הֹ לְ ֹ֖כת ﬠַ ל־יַ ֣ד ַהיְאֹ֑ ר ו ֵ ַ֤תּ ֶרא
ָ ֹת
֥ ֶ ל־הי ְ֔אֹ ר ְונַﬠֲ ר
ַ
ַֹה לִ ְר ֣חֹ ץ ﬠ
֙ פַּ ְרע
(ת־ה ֵתּבָ ֙ה ְבּ ֣תוֹ� ַה ֔סּוּף ו ִַתּ ְשׁ ַל֥ח ֶאת־אֲ ָמ ָ ֖תהּ ו ִַתּ ָקּ ֶ ֽח ָה )ו
ַ
ֶא
ת־ה ֶ֔יּלֶ ד ו ְִהנֵּה־נַ ֖ﬠַ ר בּ ֶֹכ֑ה ו ַַתּ ְח ֣מֹ ל ﬠָ לָ֔ יו
ַ
ו ִַתּ ְפ ַתּ ֙ח ו ִַתּ ְר ֵ ֣אהוּ ֶא
֮ ֹאמר אֲ ח
֒תוֹ ֶאל־בַּ ת־פַּ ְרעֹה
ֶ ֹ אמר ִמיַּלְ ֵ ֥די ָ ֽה ִﬠ ְב ִ ֖רים ֶזֽה׃ )ז( ו ַ֣תּ
ֶ ֹ ו ַ֕תּ
ינק ָל֖� ֶאת־
֥ ִ ְת
ֵ שּׁה ֵמי ֶ֔נ ֶקת ִ ֖מן ָה ִﬠ ְב ִר ֹ֑יּת ו
֣ ָ אתי לָ �֙ ִא
ִ ְק ָ ֤ר
ָ ַה ֵאלֵ֗ � ו
ַתּלֶ �֙ ָ ֽהﬠַ לְ ָ֔מה ו ִַתּ ְק ָ ֖רא
֙ ֵ ר־ל֥הּ בַּ ת־פַּ ְר ֹ֖ﬠה ֵל֑כִ י ו
ָ אמ
ֶ ֹ ַה ָיּֽלֶ ד׃ )ח( ו ַֽתּ
ת־היֶּ ֤לֶ ד
ַ
יליכִ י ֶא
ִ ֜ עה ֵה
ֹ ֗ אמר ָל֣הּ בַּ ת־פַּ ְר
ֶ ֹ ת־אם ַה ָיּֽלֶ ד׃ )ט( ו ַ֧תּ
֥ ֵ ֶא
שּׁה ַהיֶּ ֖לֶ ד
֛ ָ ת־שׂכָ ֵ ֑ר� ו ִַתּ ַ ֧קּח ָה ִא
ְ
ְהינִ ִ ֣קהוּ ֔ ִלי וַאֲ ִ ֖ני ֶא ֵ ֣תּן ֶא
ֵ ַהזֶּ ֙ה ו
י־ל֖הּ לְ ֵ ֑בן
ָ עה ֽוַי ְִה
ֹ ֔ יקהוּ׃ )י( ַויִגְ ַ ֣דּל ַה ֶ֗יּלֶ ד ו ְַתּ ִב ֵ֙אהוּ֙ לְ בַ ת־פַּ ְר
ֽ ֵ ִו ְַתּנ
יתהוּ׃ )יא( ַוי ִ ְ֣הי ׀
ֽ ִ ן־ה ַ ֖מּיִם ְמ ִשׁ
ַ אמר ִ ֥כּי ִמ
ֶ ֹ ו ִַתּ ְק ָ ֤רא ְשׁמ ֙וֹ מֹ ֶ֔שׁה ו ַ֕תּ
�תם ַויּ ְַר ֙א
֑ ָ ל־א ָ֔חיו וַיַּ ֖ ְרא ְבּ ִס ְב
ֶ ֵצא ֶא
֣ ֵ שׁ ֙ה ַויּ
ֶ ֹבַּ יּ ִ ָ֣מים ָה ֵ֗הם וַיִּ גְ ַ ֤דּל מ
ֹה ָו ֹ֔כה וַיַּ ֖ ְרא ִ ֣כּי
֙ ישׁ־ﬠ ְב ִ ֖רי ֵמ ֶא ָ ֽחיו׃ )יב( ו ִ ַ֤יּפֶ ן כּ
ִ
ִ ֣אישׁ ִמ ְצ ִ ֔רי ַמ ֶכּ֥ה ִא
שּׁ ֔ ִני
ֵ ת־ה ִמּ ְצ ִ ֔רי ַ ֽו יִּ ְט ְמנֵ ֖הוּ בַּ ֽחוֹל׃ )יג( ַויֵּצֵ ֙א בַּ יּ֣ וֹם ַה
ַ
ֵ ֣אין ִ ֑אישׁ ַויַּ�֙ ֶא
֥מּה ַת ֶכּ֖ה ֵר ֶ ֽﬠ�׃
ָ אמר֙ ָ ֽל ָר ָ֔שׁע ָל
ֶ ֹ ָשׁים ִﬠ ְב ִ ֖רים נִ ִ ֑צּים ו ַ֙יּ
֥ ִ ו ְִהנֵּ ֛ה ְשׁ ֵנֽי־אֲ נ
שׂר ְושֹׁפֵ ט֙ ﬠָ לֵ֔ ינוּ ַהלְ ָה ְר ֙ ֵגנִ י֙ ַא ָ ֣תּה
֤ ַ ֹאמר ִ ֣מי ָ ֽשׂ ְמ ֞� לְ ֨ ִאישׁ
ֶ )יד( ֠ ַויּ
נוֹדע
֥ ַ ֹאמר ָא ֵכ֖ן
ַ֔ שׁ ֙ה וַיּ
ֶ ֹירא מ
֤ ָ ִת־ה ִמּ ְצ ִ ֑רי וַיּ
ַ
שׁר ָה ַ ֖רגְ ָתּ ֶא
֥ ֶ ֲאֹ ֵ֔מר כַּ א
ת־הדָּ ָ ֣בר ַה ֔ ֶזּה ַויְבַ ֵ ֖קּשׁ לַ הֲ ֣ ֹרג ֶאת־
ַ
ֹה ֶא
֙ ַהדָּ ָ ֽבר׃ )טו( וַיִּ ְשׁ ַ ֤מע פַּ ְרע
֥שׁב ַ ֽﬠל־
ֶ ֵץ־מ ְדיָ ֖ ן וַיּ
ִ ֥שׁב ְבּ ֶ ֽא ֶר
ֶ ֵעה וַיּ
ֹ ֔ שׁ ֙ה ִמ ְפּנֵ ֣י פַ ְר
ֶ ֹשׁה וַיִּ ְב ַ ֤רח מ
֑ ֶ ֹמ
שׁבַ ע בָּ נ֑ וֹת ו ַָתּ ֣ב ֹאנָה ו ִַתּ ְדלֶ֗ נָה
֣ ֶ ֹהן ִמ ְדיָ ֖ ן
֥ ֵ ַה ְבּ ֵ ֽאר׃ )טז( וּלְ כ
יהן׃ )יז( ַו ָיּ ֹ֥באוּ
ֽ ֶ ת־ה ְר ָה ֔ ִטים לְ ַה ְשׁ ֖קוֹת ֥צ ֹאן אֲ ִב
֣ ָ ָה ֶא
֙ ו ְַתּ ַמלֶּ֨ אנ
(ֹאנֽם׃ )יח
ָ וֹשׁﬠָ֔ ן וַיַּ ְ֖שׁ ְק ֶאת־צ
ִ ֣שׁ ֙ה וַיּ
ֶ ָֹהר ִ ֹ֖ﬠים ַו ְיג ְָר ֑שׁוּם וַיָּ ֤ ָקם מ
אמר ַמ ֛דּוּﬠַ ִמ ַה ְר ֶ ֥תּן ֖בּ ֹא ַהיּֽ וֹם׃
ֶ ֹ יהן ו ַ֕יּ
֑ ֶ עוּאל אֲ ִב
֖ ֵ ל־ר
ְ ו ַָתּ ֕ב ֹאנָה ֶא

יל֖נוּ ִמיַּ ֣ד ָהר ִ ֹ֑ﬠים ְוגַם־דָּ ֤�ה דָ לָ ֙ה
ָ ֹאמ ְרן ָ ִ ֣אישׁ ִמ ְצ ִ ֔רי ִה ִצּ
ַ֕ י)יט( וַתּ
ְאיּ֑ וֹ ָ ֤ל ָמּה זֶּ ֙ה ﬠֲ ז ְַב ֶ ֣תּן
ַ ל־בּנֹ ָ ֖תיו ו
ְ אמר ֶא
ֶ ֹ ת־ה ֽצּ ֹאן׃ )כ( ו ַ֥יּ
ַ
לָ֔ נוּ וַיַּ ְ֖שׁ ְק ֶא
שׁבֶ ת
֣ ֶ ָשׁה ל
֖ ֶ ֹוֹאל מ
ֶ ֥ת־ה ֔ ִאישׁ ִק ְר ֶ ֥אן ֖לוֹ ו ְ֥י ֹאכַ ל ָ ֽל ֶחם׃ )כא( וַיּ
ָ
ֶא
ַתּלֶ ד ֔ ֵבּן וַיִּ ְק ָ ֥רא
֣ ֵ ת־צפֹּ ָ ֥רה ִב ֖תּוֹ לְ מֹ ֶ ֽשׁה׃ )כב( ו
ִ
ת־ה ִ ֑אישׁ וַיִּ ֵ ֛תּן ֶא
ָ
ֶא
יתי ְבּ ֶ ֖א ֶרץ נָכְ ִר ָיּֽה׃
ִ שׁם ִ ֣כּי ָא ַ֔מר גֵּ ֣ר ָה ֔ ִי
ֹ ֑ ת־שׁ ֖מוֹ גּ ְֵר
ְ
ֶא

maps and stones

1 And there went a man of the house of Levi, and found
a wife, also a daughter of Levi. And the woman gave
birth to a son; and when she saw that he was healthy she
hid him for three months. And when she could no longer

,hide him, she made him an ark of bulrushes, protected

with slime and with pitch; and she put the child inside,
and placed the ark in the river. And his sister stood from
afar so she could see what would happen to him. And
the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe in the
river with her maidens, and she saw the ark and sent her
handmaid to fetch it. And she opened it, and saw the
child; and the boy wept. And she had compassion on
him, and said: ‘This is one of the Hebrews’ children.’
Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter: ‘Shall I go and
call a nurse from the Hebrew women, that she may
nurse the child for you?’ And Pharaoh’s daughter said to
her: ‘Go.’ And the maiden went and called the child’s
mother. And Pharaoh’s daughter said unto her: ‘Take
this child away, and nurse it for me, and I will give thee
thy wages.’ And the woman took the child, and nursed it.
And the child grew, and she brought him unto Pharaoh’s
daughter, and he became her son. And she called his
name Moses, and said: ‘Because I drew him out of the
water.’ And it came to pass in those days, when Moses
was grown up, that he went out unto his brothers, and
looked on their difficulties; and he saw an Egyptian
killing a Hebrew, one of his brethren. And he looked this
way and that way, and when he saw that no one was
there, he killed the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand.
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And he went out the second day, and, saw two Hebrew
men were fighting each other; and he said to them, why
are you fighting with each other? And one of them said:
‘Who made you a ruler and a judge over us? Are you
thinking of killing me like you killed that Egyptian?’ And
Moses was afraid, and said: ‘So everyone knows what I
did.’ When Pharaoh heard this thing, he wanted to kill
Moses. But Moses fled from Pharaoh, and went to live in
the land of Midyan; and he sat down by a well. Now the
priest of Midyan had seven daughters; and they came
and drew water, and filled their pitchers to water their
father’s flock. And the shepherds came and drove them
away; but Moses stood up and helped them, and
watered their flock. And when they came to Reuel their
father, he said: ‘How is it that you returned so soon
today?’ And they said: ‘An Egyptian delivered us out of
the hand of the shepherds, and moreover he drew water
for us, and watered the flock.’ And he said unto his
daughters: ‘And where is he? Why did you leave him?
Call him, so he may eat bread.’ And Moses was content
to dwell with them; and he gave Moses Tzipporah, his
daughter. And she gave birth to a son, and they called
him Gershom; for he said: ‘I have been a stranger in a
strange land.’

Family Discussion Questions
1. What title would you give to this passage?
2. Make a list of the details it gives regarding Moses’ life.
3. This passage is a strange one for the Torah. The
Torah does not usually offer so many details about a
person’s life and background. Why do you think the
Torah made an exception with Moses’ story? Why
does it offer so many details?
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Text # 2: Fighting Rocks?

Remember:

Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Chullin 91b

Keep a record of all the objects and photographs, take
photos of the objects and include the photos, objects, and
their descriptions in your binder/computer file. These will
become part of your Roots Portfolio.

Read the following passage and discuss together with
your child using the talking points below for conversation
starters.
ַּ
עמוּד ב
ּ מס ֶכת חוּלִ ין דף צא
ֶּ ,תלְמוּד ַּב ְבלִ י
״. ו ְּכ ִתיב ״ויַ ּ ַ ּקח ֶאת ָה ֶא ֶבן,אבנֵ י ַה ָּמקוֹ ם״
ְ ְּכ ִתיב ״ויַ ּ ַ ּקח ֵמ
 ַמ ַל ֵּמד ׁש ִ ּנ ְת ַק ְּבצ ּו ָכל אוֹ ָתן ֲא ָבנִ ים לְ ָמקוֹ ם ֶא ָחד,יצ ָחק
ְ ָא ַמר ַר ִּבי
ַ ִ ָע ַלי ינ:וא ַחת אומרת
ַ וכל ַא ַחת.
ָ
ֹֹאשו
ׁ יח ַצ ִדיק זֶ ה ר
נבלְ ע ּו ְב ֶא ָחד
ְ ת ָ ּנא וכו ָּלן.
ַּ
And he took from the stones of the place (Genesis 212:
11), and then it says, and he took the stone (in verse
112). Says Rabbi Yitzchak, this teaches that all the stones
gathered to one place and each one said: “I want to be
the one upon whom the righteous one puts his head.” It
is taught that all the stones were merged (lit., swallowed)
into one.
Translation by Rabbi Abe Weschler used with permission.

Activity #4:
Objects and their Stories
As your family’s anthropologist, you have already mapped
the story of your family, and have shown the geographical
location of your family origins. Now your task as
anthropologists is to find the important objects from your
family story. In discussion with parents, grandparents,
and/or other relatives, find the objects and photographs
that hold great importance or tell a part of your family
story.

Choose one object and photograph, and write a short
caption or paragraph describing its significance and
meaning to you personally. This caption will be included
in your Roots Portfolio. Describe why you chose this
specific object and photograph. What story does it tell?

maps and stones
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Session three
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In this session, your child will

Activity #5

• Understand how the objects they chose represent their
story.

Helpful Hints

• Learn how to conduct an interview.
• Relate to Jewish leaders from the past.
• See that the stories from their own past should be
treated with the same respect as the stories of Jewish
leaders from the past: both are part of the greater
Jewish story.
• Complete Activity #5

Getting Started
As you begin Session Three, invite your child to reflect on
the last activity Reflection encourages solidifying
newfound insights and understandings and prepares
participants to apply newly learned concepts.

Talking Points to invite reflection
1. Who did they talk to in order to figure out which objects
to select? If they spoke to grandparents or other
relatives, ask them to reflect on what this was like.
Were there similarities or differences between the
2. personal objects they selected and the family objects?
3. How were they similar or different?
4. Were they surprised by any of the stories behind the
family objects and photographs?
5. Which was the most unexpected family object and/or
photograph?

Introduce Activity #5 and explain that for this activity,
they can choose to interview at least three people who
are familiar with their family story. Sometimes they will
choose parents and grandparents. But for some, close
relatives are not an option or are not available. You
should encourage your child to think beyond the
immediate circle: sometimes there are good friends or
neighbors who also can shed light on a family story.
Have your child write a list of at least three people they
think will make important interviewees.

Preparing for the interviews
Consider showing your child clips of a newspaper
interview, or a video clip of an accomplished interviewer
conducting an interview. Discuss the interviewer’s
method and why it is effective.
Together, brainstorm a list of skills and methods that will
help your child conduct successful interviews. Some
suggestions to include are:
• Set an appointment for the interview date/time.
• Be prepared with open-ended questions that invite
longer, more detailed answers than yes/no questions.
(Open-ended questions or statements begin with the
following words: why, how, what, describe, explain,
tell me about..., or what do you think about...)
• Speak to your interviewee with respect.
• Focus on making the speaker comfortable. When
they feel relaxed, they are more likely to share
detailed information.
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• Show the interviewee that your are listening by not
interrupting while they are talking.
• Come with a recording device that will allow you to be
present and offer the chance to review the interview if
needed.
• Ask lots of follow up questions. (For example: You said
this, what did you mean by that? Can you tell me
more?)
• Keep a record of each of your interviews: who they are
with, the date, the location.
Practice interview skills with your child using the
Interviews with Jewish leaders cards [Session Three
Appendix].
• Have them select one of the great figures from the
interview cards.
• An adult family member will use the card for
information as they role play that figure /interviewee.
• Help your child create a list of topics they want to ask
their famous interviewee, and discuss how they will
conduct the interview.
• When the interview is complete, talk with your child
about any new tips they want to add to the list already
generated.

Activity #5 Instructions
Review the Interview Form (Session Three Appendix) with
your child. They will use this form to keep a record of each
interview and to help them develop a list of questions and
topics that they wish to address during the interview.
Remind them to keep in mind the tip list you brainstormed
together in order to conduct a productive and respectful
interview of each person.

If possible, your child should video record their interviews,
and include a copy of the interviews in their Roots
Portfolio.
Your child should review their interviews and summarize
in detail what occurred, focusing on what they discovered
about their relatives and about their family story. These
written records should be kept in their binders/computer
file — they will become part of each participants' Roots
Portfolio.

Collecting Soundbytes
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appendix
Jewish Leader Cards
Miriam

David

• Miriam, daughter of Amram and Yocheved, was Moses’
and Aaron’s sister. Her grandfather, Amram’s father,
was Levi.

• King David was known as a warrior, a poet, and a
musician.

• Miriam was the first woman in the Bible to be noted as
a prophet: according to tradition, Miriam foresaw that
her parents were to give birth to a man who would
bring about the Jewish People’s redemption.
• During the time of Moses’ birth, there was an order to
kill all new born Jewish babies, but Yocheved concealed
Moses for three months. After this time, she realized it
was impossible to keep hiding him, so she placed him
in a reed basket and put it in the Nile. Miriam watched
from afar to see that her baby brother was kept safe. It
was Miriam who saw that Moses’ basket was found by
Pharaoh’s daughter as she came down to the river to
bathe.
• Miriam was also known as creative and she led the
Israelite women in song and dance when they had
escaped the Egyptian forces that drowned at sea after
Moses parted the Red Sea.
• Miriam was punished by God for speaking against
Moses and gossiping about him with their other
brother, Aaron. God later pardoned her after Moses
prayed for God to heal her but she had to leave the
Israelite camp for twelve days until she was completely
better.
• Miriam died in the desert before she reached the land
of Israel.

• David was the eighth and youngest son of Yishai, who
was from the house of Judah, and also a descendent of
Ruth the Moabite.
• When Samuel, the prophet, came to Beit Lechem to
anoint the next King of Israel, he was not interested in
any of Yishai’s original seven sons; it was the redheaded, ruddy, handsome and young David who was
called in from the fields to accept the kingship.
• David first met King Saul when the king learned that
David was skilled in playing the lyre and Saul invited
David to play music for him. When David showed his
immense strength by killing the giant Goliath, Saul
invited David to command Saul’s troops.
• King Saul became violently jealous of David when he
saw how successful he was in the battlefield and
attempted to have David killed. Until David himself
became King, he spent many years hiding from Saul
and fighting Israel’s enemies.
• After he became King, David fell in love with a married
woman, Batsheva. Together they had a son, Solomon.
David promised Batsheva that Solomon would be the
next king. The prophet Nathan announced that it was
the role of David to fight and shed blood and the role of
his son Solomon to build a temple to God.
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Rambam

Donna Gracia

Theodore Herzl

Golda Meir

• Moses Ben Maimon, known as Rambam or
Maimonides, was one of the great Torah scholars of
the Middle Ages. He was the son of Maimon and was
born in Cordoba, Spain in 1135 and died in 1204 in
Egypt.

• Dona Gracia Nasi was born in 1510 to a family of
Spanish Jews who fled to Portugal because of the
Inquisition. In Portugal they became crypto-Jews, Jews
who converted to Christianity because of the
Inquisition, but who continued to practice their Judaism
secretly.

• Herzl was born as Binyamin Zev Herzl in 1860 in
Budapest, Hungary, to German speaking parents
Jeanette and Jakob Herzl.

• Golda Meir was born as Golda Mabovitch in 1898 in
Kiev, Russia to Blume Neiditch and Moshe Mabovitch.

• He was a rabbi, physician and philosopher in
Morocco and Egypt. Rambam famously was the first
person to organize all of Jewish law into an easy-toread code, which he called the Mishneh Torah. He
also wrote one of the great philosophical books of
Judaism, Guide to the Perplexed.
• In 1148, Jews of Cordoba were faced with a choice to
either convert to Islam or leave the city. Rambam’s
family chose exile and moved to Fez, Morrocco with a
stop in the Holy Land. The family eventually settled in
Fostat, Egypt around 1168.
• His brother, David, was given all the family’s savings
to invest in trade overseas, but died aboard a ship to
India together with all the family’s wealth. Following
his death, which had a great impact on his brother
Rambam, Rambam was forced to practice the
medicine which he had studied in Cordoba and Fez in
order to bring in an income for the family. Rambam’s
skill as a doctor eventually led him to serve as the
personal doctor to the sultan (prince) of Egypt.

• At 18, she married Francisco Mendes Benveniste, a
successful merchant, and also a
crypto-Jew, whose business she would eventually coown with his brother.
• She was a shrewd businesswoman and continued to
support Jewish causes and help Jews throughout Europe
even though she was not openly Jewish. Her funding
enabled the Bible to be translated into Spanish,
resulting in the famous Ferrara Bible.
• Due to her commitment to Judaism, she was forced to
stay one step ahead of the Inquisition, fighting for her
life and assets, moving from Portugal to Antwerp to
Italy, and eventually settling in the Ottoman Empire,
where she was able to finally be openly Jewish.
• In 1556, Dona Gracia organized a commercial boycott
of the port city of Ancona to show support for her fellow
Jews who had been arrested by the Church for
practicing their religion openly.

• He and his wife had one child, Avraham, who was
recognized as a great scholar, and who succeeded
Rambam as community leader and as court
physician.

• In the 11260's Dona Gracia and her nephew, Joseph
Nasi, petitioned the sultan for a contract that would
enable them to build a Jewish settlement in Tiberias.
With her help, the settlement thrived for a time as a safe
haven for Spanish and Portuguese refugees.

• Rambam died in 1204 in Egypt, where he was buried,
but shortly after, his remains were reburied in
Tiberias, Israel.

• She died in 11269 before she could see her dream of a
Jewish homeland become a reality.

• Herzl grew up as a fully assimilated child from a
secular family and was a lawyer and journalist by trade.
• As a journalist in Paris he covered the anti-Semitic
court case of Dreyfus, a Jewish French army captain
who was falsely accused of spying for Germany. Herzl
was witness to the crowds of people chanting “Death
to the Jews” outside the court room which influenced
the development of his ideas about a Jewish state for
the Jewish people.
• He wrote about his ideas for a future Jewish homeland
in two books: The Jewish State and Old New Land.
• He dedicated his life to promoting the idea of a Jewish
state and met with many important dignitaries
including the German Emperor, Wilhelm II, and the
Sultan of Istanbul, Sultan Abdulhamid I, in order to
gather support for his cause.
• Herzl married Julie Naschauer, the daughter of a
wealthy Jewish businessman in Vienna and had three
children – Paulina, Hans and Margaritha (Trude) who
all died tragically.
• Herzl died in 1904 at the age of 44 in Austria, where
he was buried. In 1948 his remains were moved to
Israel.
• He is known today as the father of Modern Zionism.

• She was the fourth Prime Minister of the State of Israel.
• As a child her family moved to Milwaukee in the U.S.
where she grew up and went to school.
• As a teenager she met and later married Morris
Meyerson, a young Zionist. The two of them made
Aliyah and went to live on Kibbutz Merhavia in the
Jezreel Valley.
• Golda played a significant role in the political life of prestate Israel and was one of the twenty-four signatories
of the Israeli Declaration of Independence.
• Golda served as the first ambassador to the Soviet
Union and upon her return in 1949 was voted in as
Labor Minister in the Israeli Knesset. She served in the
Israeli Knesset until 1974.
• In 1956, Meir served as Foreign Minister and in 1969,
she became the fourth Prime Minister of Israel - its only
female Prime Minister to date.
• She served as Prime Minister during the Yom Kippur
War in 1973.
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Steven Spielberg

Activity #5: Interview Form

• Steven Allan Spielberg was born in 1946 and is one of
the most influential movie makers in the history of
cinema.

Date of Interview:

• Spielberg was born in Cincinnati to Leah Adler and
Arnold Spielberg who later divorced. Spielberg moved
with his father to Saratoga, California after the divorce.

Relationship to Interviewer:

• He directed and produced films such as Jurassic Park,
Indiana Jones and Schindler’s List.
• He has won many awards for his films including Best
Picture and Director for Schindler’s List, Saving Private
Ryan and Munich at the Academy Awards.
• His production of Schindler’s List influenced him to
contribute to Holocaust survivors and to fund the
largest Holocaust research and database organization.
He also started a foundation to recognize righteous
individuals who helped save Jews during the Holocaust.

Method for recording interview:

Name of Subject:

Birthplace:

Where she/he grew up if different:

Birthdate:
Name of Family Members:
Mother:

Father:

Siblings:
Others:
• Description of lifestyle growing up (wealthy, poor, hospitable, isolated, merry, sad):

• Description of special family customs:

• Description of Jewish practice:

• Special family stories from childhood, adolescence, other periods:

Continue with other topics you wish to explore or
that arise in conversation. Attach additional
sheets to this form and include them in your
binder/computer file/computer file. Compose a
summary of this interview when it is complete.

58
40

UnpluggingBetoCreative!
Connect

session four
Be Creative!

Be Creative!

In this session, your child will
• Reflect on the interview process.
• See examples of Roots Projects from previous My
Family Story competitions at the end of Presentation
#2. (MFS Appendix)
• Review their Roots Portfolio with a parent and
brainstorm ideas for their Roots Project presentation.
Click here to see previous selected displays: https://
www.bh.org.il/family-story-catalog-2018/
• Review the requirements for the local exhibit as well
as the Manuel Hirsch Grosskopf International
Competition.
• Create their Roots Project Display
• Finish compliling their Roots Portfolio
• Complete their Curator's Words

Getting Started
Begin this session by helping your child reflect on the
interview process. Ask them questions such as:
• How effective were your interviews?
• Were the interviewees willing to talk?
• How were you able to find out the information youre
were looking for?
• Was the interview process a good way for them to
find out about their family story?
• Tell me about an interesting story or fact that was
revealed during one of their interviews.
After your reflective discussion, it's time to wrap up your
conversation about the interviews and transition your
child to begin thinking about their MFS display. Remind
them of the work they have done so far and look to the
creative project ahead of them.
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• You have been our family’s anthropologist: you have
mapped our story geographically, you have uncovered
important artifacts, and you have pieced together our
narrative. Now it’s time to put it all together!

Presentation #2: Representing what’s
Important
This Presentation is intended to help participants think
about how to present their family story. It begins with an
overview of how Jews represent what is important to
them and then takes a look at past MFS displays
submitted in the past.

Talking Points for a rich family
discussion
As you look through the first six slides, use these
questions as discussion prompts. They will help your child
focus on each object and their relationship to the people
who used them.
• What is the object you see? What clues or details
support your guess?
• What materials is it made of? How do you think it was
created?
• Where do you think it would have been seen and used?
• What do the details of it's design tell you about the
object?
• How does it relate to Jewish life?
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Slides
• Slide 1 & 2: The first two slides are of mezuzah cases
(which contain the parchment with the Shema prayer).
Slide 1 shows a marble mezuzah cover from Alibag,
India. Slide 2: A mezuzah cover designed in copper and
silver from Spain.
• Slide 3 & 4: Examples of the Aron Hakodesh (the ark
that holds the Torah scrolls). The first (slide 3) is an
Aron Kodesh from Sardinia, Italy. The second (slide 4)
is one from Copenhagen, Denmark. These slides show
examples of how Jews creatively store what is most
important to them: the Torah and the Shema.
• Slide 5: A picture from a past exhibit at Beit Hatfutsot
of portraits representing Jewish cultural heroes. This
slide demonstrates yet another way one can creatively
represent a story: through an artistic portrait of a
figure who the artist considers important or iconic. Ask
your child to identify who they can!

Top row, left to right [subject (artist)]:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Albert Einstein (Andy Warhol)
Woody Allen (Hanoch Pevin)
Theodore Herzl (Ido Shemi)
Martin Buber (Andy Warhol)
Gertrude Stein (Andy Warhol)
Chaim Brenner (Yigal Tumarkin)

Bottom row, left to right:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Groucho Marx (Hadas Reshef)
Sigmund Freud (Andy Warhol)
Shoshana Damari (David Tartakover)
Golda Meir (Andy Warhol)
Franz Kafka (Yigal Tumarkin)
Louis Brandeis (Andy Warhol)

• The remaining slides are from MFS Roots Projects
participants have submitted over the years. Talk with
your child about what is creative and meaningful
about these depictions.

Be Creative!
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Be Creative!

Now is your chance!
• Preparing for the project
1. You can help your child get started by
brainstorming with them about a display design.
2. Let the ideas be theirs, while you listen and write
down them down.
3. Together, carefully review the project
requirements and criteria described in How to
Prepare for the Project and Competition (p. 8),
while highlighting the following details:
• Creating the Project.
• Remember that there are three components to
the My Family Story project:
o Roots Project
o Roots Portfolio
o Curator's Word's
• The Roots Project should creatively represent their
family story by following these four criteria
(described more fully in How to Prepare):
o Jewish Peoplehood
o Depth and Research
o Aesthetics
o Creativity
Roots Projects sent to Beit Hatfutsot should be limited
to 45.5 cm (18 inches) long x 30.5 cm (12 inches) wide,
and 30.5 cm (12 inches) high. [If this proves to be a
serious limitation for some participants, they can send
in photographs of the project.]
• The Roots Portfolio can be a decorative or creatively
developed folder, binder or notebook which contains
what the students have been collecting in their three
ringed binders. It can also be a computer file. The
Roots Portfolio should include:
• I-Document page describing their personal
details.

Be Creative!

Appendix and mind the schedule your local group
has established.)

•

Their family map with one paragraph
summary.
• Their family tree with one paragraph
summary.
• Pictures of the objects that represent their
family story and photographs.
• Interview forms and summaries of their
interviews. They can include an audio or visual
record of the interviews as well.
• A 1-2 paragraph Curator's Words describing the
significance and uniqueness of this project and why it
should be chosen to be part of the My Family Story
exhibit at Beit Hatfutsot, the Museum of the Jewish
People.

Helping your child with the Roots Project
As your family's anthropologist, your child has researched,
interviewed, and organized their narrative. Now it's time
to support them as they transform their family story into a
creative display
When navigating how much to help your child during this
stage, remember that it is best for them to feel ownership
over their own work, which elevates their engagement
and excitement for the project. Below are some guidelines
on how to best support your child in their creative process.
• Help brainstorm ideas for the display, remembering to
let your child make most of the decisions.
• Help procure materials. Purchase necessary supplies
for the project, but don’t spend large amounts of
money. You and your child brainstorm less expensive
ways to make parts of the project if his plans are bigger
than your budget.
• Help your child meet their target dates by creating a
project calendar and marking the interim and final due
dates. (Refer to the Beit Hatfutsot calendar in the MFS
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•

Show your child how to break down a complicated
project (or project element) into smaller sections to
help her schedule his/her time.

•

Be available as a sounding board so that you are
aware of how the project is progressing. This will help
you recognize when your child may need extra
encouragement and support.

•

Ask open ended questions to help your child problem
solve when faced with stumbling blocks. For
example, "What else could you try to solve this?" or
"What do you need to do so you can go on to the
next step?"

•

Reach out to your MFS team member (p. 6 of the
introduction) for support on their presentation,
content, and any other questions.

•

If possible, help make connections in the community
for resources and advice. Local art teachers,
knowledgeable craft store employees, museum
professionals, genealogy experts, and librarians can
offer insight and ideas to help at all stages of the
display design and creation. Remember to ask your
fellow Moms and other family members as well. So
often, we have skilled and knowledgeable experts
right in our midst!
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In this session, your child will

My Family Story community exhibition

• Reflect on the whole MFS process.
• Present their MFS Roots Projects to your local MFS
community, including friends, family and other local
participants.
• See a variety of presentations that are possible when
viewing other local participants' projects.
• Find out whether their project will be submitted as a
finalist to Beit Hatfutsot.

Congratulations! You've guided your child as they learned
about their past, uncovered family roots, and discovered
their story! Now it's time to come together as a
community, celebrate all of the children's hard work, and
select the finalists for the Manuel Hirsch Grosskopf
International Annual Competition. Participants can have
fun presenting their projects to each other at this friendly
community celebration. If time allows, they can even read
their “Curator’s Words” to each other as well. For details
on planning your community exhibit, see How to Prepare.

Getting Started
MFS Roots Projects
Review your child's project and suggest adjustments
using the rubric for assessment and judging on the
following pages. This rubric [Session Five Appendix] can
also be useful for judges who review the presentations
during the local exhibition.

Reflecting on My Family Story
Now that the project is complete, this would be a good
opportunity for you and your child to refect on the whole
process. Consider using the following disucssion starters
to help your child look back on their experience and think
about how it went.
• What was your favorite part of the project?
• Which part of your roots exploration was most
surprising? (Where your family came from? an
unusual object?)
• How would you describe this project to a friend who is
not familiar with My Family Story?
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appendix
Session 5: Rubric
Rubric for assessing MFS Roots Projects
This rubric can be used by judges to assess the quality of
each participant’s My Family Story Roots Project. Here is
the definition of the criteria:
• “Jewish Peoplehood” – The Roots Projects prepared
by the participants must touch on at least one of the
central concepts of Jewish Peoplehood: collective
Jewish memory; Jewish values; a connection to Israel,
Hebrew or Jewish languages; Jewish creativity and/ or
Jewish lifecycle.
• Depth and Research – When we judge the projects,
we want to be able to understand the underlying
concepts and ideas behind it, the depth of research
and thought which was invested in the project and
how it tells the participant’s family story. Likewise, we
will be paying close attention to the
“Curator’s Words,” which is requested of the
participants in the final unit of the project: a
paragraph which explains the concept behind the
project, what it means and why it should be displayed
in Beit Hatfutsot, the Museum of the Jewish People.
• Aesthetics – The Roots Project, like an artistic
installation, must be of aesthetic value and of
interest to museum visitors. The aesthetics also
include maintaining the size and weight limits of the
project, as noted in the criteria (How to Prepare and
Session 4).

Conclusion
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• Creativity – We are looking for innovative and new
ways using family histories and/or stories. In addition,
it is important that the means and materials used to
represent these stories will encourage interest and
curiosity in the project.

Criteria
Jewish Peoplehood
Depth and Research
Aesthetics
Creativity
Total Points

1 Point

2 Points

3 Points

4 Points

5 Points
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Roots Portfolio and Curator’s Words
Here is a checklist to assess whether your child has
included everything necessary in his/her Roots Portfolio. A
participant may receive one point for including the item, 0
points for omitting the item, and 2 for excellent
presentation. The “Curator’s Words” should be
presentable, concise, and convincing.

Item

Conclusion
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Points

I-Documents
Family Map

My Family Story

Family Tree
Objects and descriptions

תעודת השתתפות

Photo/s and descriptions

Certificate of Participation

Interview Forms

This certificate of participation is presented to
____________________________________________

“Curator’s Words”
Additional Comments:

in recognition of all of your efforts in completing
the My Family Story program.
By researching and understanding your family’s origins
you have discovered your part of the Jewish story.

May your Jewish story continue to grow and develop and
we hope to see you in Israel, at Beit Hatfutsot, in the near future.

Total:

!כל הכבוד
School:....................................................................

Date:..............................................................

Signature:..............................................................

The Koret International School for Jewish Peoplehood at Beit Hatfutsot
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Past Competition Participants
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Guidelines for My Family Story Video
After My Family Story assignments and final art displays
are completed, two of the best displays are selected by
your institution to participate in Beit Hatfutsot’s Manuel
Hirsch Grosskopf International Competition. This year, the
two selected participants and their families create a video
presentation (up to 1 minute) of their artistic display to be
emailed to the museum. The judging committee watches
the videos, reads the curator's words, and picks the
winning displays.
Here a few guidelines for what to include in the video:
1. Introduction
Example: "My name is ________ ___________ and I
am a __th grade student at _______ in _______,
________. My display is called _____________. "
a. First and last name of the participant
b. Name of institution/school
c. City & country
d. Title of display
Example: "My name is ________ ___________
and I am a __th grade student at _______ in
_______, ________. My display is called
_____________. "
2. What do we see in the display?
"This display shows…. What we see here is…."
3. Describe your artistic display in relation to the
following topics (similar to the display's curator's
words, to be sent in as well): https://
docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSehSIRuBzefLwx1VBtvNKaYVLMvj0v
O6QVSA7H3TnMm607Pjg/viewform

What was your source of inspiration for the display? What
is the main theme of your family’s story symbolized by
the display? How is the display meaningful to you? How is
the theme of the display connected to the Jewish people
and the concepts of Jewish peoplehood: Jewish collective
memory; Jewish values; Hebrew/Yiddish/Ladino
languages; Jewish life cycles/ faith & practice; Jewish
culture/ creativity; and Israel.
Filming Tips:
Use your smartphone or digital camera. While speaking,
have the camera circle the display, showing it from all
sides, and from the top and bottom. You can zoom in and
out to focus on certain areas or special parts of the
display.
Submitting the videos:
The videos should be emailed to: myfamilystory@bh.org.il
via wetransfer.com or any other website for sending large
files. Please have this parental consent form signed and
send it with the video: https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1yRX3vaOxLlWxeZa7CZLuWVTreVOxguf_/view
Thank you!
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My Family Story 2018-2019 International Schedule
Schedule & Display Measurements*
1. Fall 2018: My Family Story 2018 registration and
program implementation.
2. December 31, 2018: Registration for My Family Story
2018 ends.
3. Fall & Winter 2018/19: MFS assignments AND
artistic displays* are underway.
4. March 15, 2019 (before Purim): MFS assignments
and final art displays are completed. Two of the
displays are selected by your group, according to
Beit Hatfutsot guidelines, to participate in the
museum’s Manuel Hirsch Grosskopf International
Competition. The two selected participants and their
families create a video presentation (up to 1 minute)
of their artistic display to be emailed to the museum.
5. March 27, 2019 (after Purim): Educators email two
videos of their 2 MFS selected art displays to the
museum to enter the museum’s Manuel Hirsch
Grosskopf International Competition.
6. April 2019: Museum announces final winners and all
winners’ art displays are mailed to Museum.
7. 7. Early May 2019: Winning entries arrive at the
museum to be installed in the Manuel Hirsch
Grosskopf International exhibit.
8. March-June, 2019: Group facilitators organize
exhibits of projects within their respective
communities.
9. June 2019: MFS event takes place at Beit Hatfutsot –
The Museum of the Jewish People, Tel Aviv, Israel. All
winners meet for an international gathering, MFS
ceremony and the official MFS exhibit opening.

* The selection committee will not consider any
projects larger than 45.5 cm (18 inches) long x 30.5
cm (12 inches) wide, and 30.5 cm (12 inches) high.
Please do not include expensive technologies in
the display.
Film/video/digital clips: Any art display that is a
film/digital clip must include subtitles and be sent
to the museum as a digital file. If chosen, it will be
played on a screen in the museum exhibit.
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